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LIFE ENRICHMENT AWARD

Hoffman DAC wms state award

(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, is receiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-

ion for Habilitati {Rehabilitani
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.

“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. "Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High
School in Barrett worked with several of
ourworkersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
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and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers. The program is planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable.

Burke said it's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It's part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, "We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
supportits nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communitics
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
opportunities.
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(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, isreceiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-

ionfor Habilitatic IRehabilitati
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work."”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.
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“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. “Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High

School in Barrett worked with several of

our workersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
and interact with greenhouse custom-
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ers. The program is planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable.

Burke said it’s important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It's part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, "We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
supportits nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communities
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
opportunities.
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LIFE ENRICHMENT AWARD

Hoffman DAC wins state award

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, isreceiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-
tion for Habilitation and Rehabilitation
(MOHR} for its ongomg grecnhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
tocally. The preject was recongnized
as highiy beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities cutside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
desernve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.

“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disahilfities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
heaithy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and otherswhohavean
interest in the project,” he said. “Back
in April, four Nationat Honor Saciety
students from West Central Area High
SchocltinBarrett worked with severatl of
ourworkersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The scil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
arc paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
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Nelson explains. They are able to meet
and interact with greenhouse custom-
crs. The programis planning to expand,
with better quality produce and maore
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
managcable.

Burke saidit's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more opticns that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. "It’s part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having peopile become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this

vear, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, "We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Lnrichment
Award was donce at the end of May.
MQOHR President Mike Burke honored

staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC, The nonprofit's
stateassociationand award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
support its nonprofit membersin pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communitics
served. Members are committed to
respect for cach individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
oppartunities.

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>
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(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.
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(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, is receiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-

ionforHabilitati {Rehabilitat]
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.
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“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. “Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High e el
School in Barrett worked with several of
ourworkersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.
The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
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and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers. The program is planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable,

Burke said it's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It's part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, "We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this."

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
supportits nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communitics
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
opportunities.
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LIFE ENRICHMENT AWARD

Hoffman DAC wins state award

(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, is receiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-
tion for Habilitation and Rehabilitation
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organization represents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.
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“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. “Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High
School in Barrett worked with several of
ourworkersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
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and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers. The programis planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable.

Burke saidit's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Dav programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It's part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, "We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
supportits nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communities
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
opportunities.
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Hoffman DAC wins state award

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilitics in
Hoffman, is receiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-
tion for Habilitation and Rehabilitation
{MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells preduce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life invelves con-
necting with the people arcund us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.

“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny sceds into
healthy foed and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoving the subtle fragrances.
The individuais served seem to like
the ambiance, the cutdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and mecting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. “Back
in April, four National Honor Socicty
students from West Central Area High
School in Barrett worked with several of
ourworkers in prepping the raised beds
for the scason. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2013
to creale the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spotwatering, weeding and harvesting,

& 2012 POPE COUNTY TRIELME
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Nelson explains. They are able to meet
and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers, The programis planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scepe
manageabice.

Burke saidit's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
comnunity routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
comumunity interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It's part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things cutside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
vear, expanding its cutput and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, “We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
stateassociation and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
support its nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communities
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centercd approach, and expanding
opportunitics.

More information is available at
<www.mochrmn.org.>
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(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.
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LIFE ENRICHMENT AWARD

Hoffman DAC wins state award

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, isreceiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-

ionf abilitati IRehabiliiat
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “"Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.

“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. “Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High
School in Barrett worked with several of
ourworkersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from

& 2018 SAUK CENTRE HERALD
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the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers. The program is planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable.

Burke said it's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It’s part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, “We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
supportits nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communities
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served. Members are committed to centered approach, and expanding
respect for each individual, a person- gpportunities.
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(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.
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Grant County Herald - Elbow Lake/Herman/Hoffman
LIFE ENRICHMENT AWARD

Hoffman DAC wins state award

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, isreceiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-

ionfor Habilitationand Rehabilitat
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.

“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. "Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High
School in Barrett worked with several of
our workers in prepping the raised beds
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for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers. The program is planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable.

Burke saidit's important for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It’s part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, “We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this.”

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
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staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
support its nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communities
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
opportunities.

(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.
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Hoffman DAC wms state award

(L-R) Brady Sabolik, Ross Anderson, Justin Fay, Ricky Mithun, Cody Amundson, Dawson
Staples, Parker Clavin. Not pictured, David Kolle.

More information is available at
<www.mohrmn.org.>

BY C.A. RAY
Editor

Grant County DAC, a nonprofit
serving people with disabilities in
Hoffman, is receiving a Life Enrichment
Award from the Minnesota Organiza-
tion for Habilitation and Rehabilitation
(MOHR) for its ongoing greenhouse
project, which grows and sells produce
locally. The project was recongnized
as highly beneficial to individuals with
disabilities.

“Having a good life involves con-
necting with the people around us, and
being involved in our community and
activities outside of work,” said Mike
Burke, president of MOHR. “Nonprofit
service providers are innovators when
it comes to enriching the lives of the
individuals with disabilities, and they
deserve more credit for their work.”

The MOHR organizationrepresents
more than 100 such day programs
across the state.
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“The greenhouse work gives in-
dividuals with disabilities a source
of pride, purpose and excitement to
see plants grow from tiny seeds into
healthy food and floral products, in ad-
dition to enjoying the subtle fragrances.
The individuals served seem to like
the ambiance, the outdoor work in the
accessible high-tunnel, and meeting
with customers and others who have an
interest in the project,” he said. "Back
in April, four National Honor Society
students from West Central Area High
School in Barrett worked with several of
our workersin prepping the raised beds
for the season. The soil was prepped to
perfection.” said Todd Nelson, execu-
tive director of the Grant County DAC.

The DAC obtained a grant from
the Otto Bremer Foundation in 2015
to create the greenhouse. Participants
are paid for their work in planting,
spot watering, weeding and harvesting,
Nelson explains. They are able to meet
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and interact with greenhouse custom-
ers. The program is planning to expand,
with better quality produce and more
interactions with the public, while at the
same time keeping its size and scope
manageable.

Burke said it'simportant for service
providers to honor the choices of people
with disabilities, who often want to
participate in meaningful activities and
community routines along with their
friends. Day programs help navigate
community interactions for individu-
als and give them more options that
they otherwise wouldn't have, Burke
explained. “It's part of creating a holistic
life pattern and having people become
a part of many things outside of work.”

Nelson said the DAC is bringing a
stronger focus to the greenhouse this
year, expanding its output and limiting
its variety. They recently partnered
with local culinary establishment LA
FERME in Alexandria, providing them
with freshly picked produce. Chef Matt
from LA FERME stated, "We are always
very happy to make these connections
with our community, and help support
programs like this."

Presentation of the Life Enrichment
Award was done at the end of May.
MOHR President Mike Burke honored
staff members and participants from
Grant County DAC. The nonprofit's
state association and award organizer,
MOHR, has a mission to advocate and
supportits nonprofit members in pro-
viding meaningful services to persons
with disabilities and communities
served. Members are committed to
respect for each individual, a person-
centered approach, and expanding
opportunities.
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